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Christchurch City Council Submission on the Emergency Management Bill (No 2)

Introduction

1.

Christchurch City Council (the Council) thanks the Governance and Administration Committee for the
opportunity to provide comment on the Emergency Management Bill (No 2).

Council staff have also been involved in the preparation of the Regional Civil Defence and Emergency
Management Group submission. Our submission supports that Regional Group submission. We also support the
submissions of our neighbouring councils and Taituara.

We note that consultation on this Bill is being carried out at the same time as a number of other complex and
highly significant consultations, within a timeframe that puts a significant strain on our ability to provide a
comprehensive submission.

The Council supports a review of the current legislation, particularly to modernise and make the language
clearer, and we acknowledge the further work done since the earlier iteration of the Emergency Management
Bill by the previous Government. It is important that New Zealand has clear and effective emergency
management legislation in place, especially as the climate is changing and we will face more frequent and more
extreme weather events.

However, we have some concerns as detailed in the attached specific points. The changes required under this
legislation will significantly increase costs and resource requirements for expanded emergency planning,
community engagement, and compliance. This places unsustainable pressure on local authorities already
managing multiple national reforms and prospective rate caps. Any changes will require appropriate resourcing
and workforce capacity that cannot currently be met by local authorities without Central Government support.

We seek clarity throughout the Bill about the naming conventions for National/Regional/Local/District. The
naming conventions and role at each level needs to be absolutely clear so there is no confusion.

As a district, we have experienced numerous emergencies, notably flooding, the Canterbury earthquake
sequence, Port Hills fire and the Mosque attacks. Many of our communities are vulnerable to flooding and sea
level rise and our coastal areas are also at risk of tsunamis. Being prepared for responding to these events and
looking after our communities is a high priority for our Council.



8. The legislation needs to directly and consistently address disproportionately affected communities, not just rural
and Maori communities. There needs to be a robust and transparent process that supports the appointment of
representatives of disproportionately affected and vulnerable communities

9. We consider that there will need to be guidance and frameworks prepared to ensure this legislation can be
effectively applied. The Council would appreciate the opportunity to be involved in discussions around these.

Conclusion

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission. The Council wishes to be heard.

For any clarification on points within this submission please contact Brenden Winder, Manager Civil Defence and
Emergency Management at brenden.winder@ccc.govt.nz

Nga mihi,

o

Phil Mauger
Mayor of Christchurch

Attachment: Specific submission points
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