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Māori  name  English name Scientific name 

Birds
Hoiho*  Yellow-eyed penguin Megadyptes
  antipodes
Kāhu  Australasian harrier  Circus approximans
Kākā South Island kākā Nestor meridionalis
Kākāpō Kākāpo Strigops habroptilus
Kākāriki New Zealand parakeet Cyanoramphus spp.
Kākāruai  South Island robin Petroica australis  

  australis
Kakī  Black stilt Himantopus
Kāmana  Crested grebe Podiceps cristatus
Kārearea*  New Zealand falcon  Falco
  novaeseelandiae
Kāroro  Black-backed gull  Larus   
  dominicanus
Kea Kea Nestor notabilis
Kōau  Black shag  Phalacrocorax carbo
Kōau  Pied shag  Phalacrocorax varius
Kōau  Little shag  Phalacrocorax varius
  melanoleucos
  brevirostris
Koekoeā*  Long-tailed cuckoo  Eudynamys taitensis
Kōparapara, Bellbird  Anthornis melanura
Korimako   melanura
Kororā     
(white-flippered) Penguin  Eudyptula minor
Kōtare  Kingfisher  Halcyon sancta
Kōtuku*  White heron  Egretta alba
Kōwhiowhio Blue duck Hymenolaimus
Küaka*,
Rīrīwaka Bar-tailed godwit  Limosa lapponica
Kūkupa, Kererū   New Zealand Hemiphaga
 wood pigeon  novaeseelandiae
Kuruwheng,  
Kuruwhengi New Zealand shoveller  Anas rhynchotis 

Mātā Fernbird Bowdleria
  Puntatapunctata, 

 B. punctata   
 stewartiana,   
 B. punctata wilsoni,   
 B. puntata candata

Matuku  moana  Reef heron Egretta sacra
Miromiro  South Island tomtit  Petroica
  macrocephala
  macrocephala
Miromiro Snares Island tomtit Petroica

  Macrocephala   
  dannefaerdi

Mohua Yellowhead Mohoua
  ochrocephala
Pākura, Pūkeko   Swamp hen, Pükeko  Porphyrio  
   porphyrio
Pārera  Grey duck  Anas superciliosa
Pateke Brown teal Anas superciliosa
Pīhoihoi  New Zealand pipit  Anthus
  novaeseelandiae

APPENDIX 1:  

Taonga List, species that are important to Ngāi Tahu present at least occasionally in Christchurch and Banks Peninsula.

Māori name  English name Scientific name 

Pīpīwharauroa  Shining cuckoo  Chrysococcyx
   lucidus
Pīwakawaka  South Island fantail  Rhipidura fuliginosa
  fuliginosa
Poaka  Pied stilt  Himantopus
  Himantopus
Pokotiwha Snares crested penguin   Eudyptes robustus
Pütakitaki  Paradise shelduck  Tadorna variegata
Riroriro  Grey warbler  Gerygone igata
Roroa Great spotted kiwi Apteryx haastii
Rowi Okarito brown kiwi Apteryx mantelli
Ruru koukou Morepork  Ninox
  Novaeseelandiae
Takahe Takahe Porphyrio mantelli
Tara  Terns  Sterna spp.
Tawaki*  Fiordland crested  Eudyptes
 penguin  pachyrhynchus
Tete  Grey teal  Anas gracilis
Tīeke South Island  Philesturnus
 Saddleback carunculatus
  carunculatus
Tītī*  Sooty shearwater,  Puffinus griseus,
 Muttonbird,  P. huttoni
 Hutton’s shearwater
Tītī*  Common diving petrel  Pelecanoides

  Urinatrix
Tītī South Georgian Pelecanoides
 diving petrel  Pelecanoides
   georgicus
Tītī*  Westland petrel   Procellaria
   westlandica
Tītī*  Fairy prion   Pachyptila turtur
Tītī*  Broad-billed prion   Pachyptila vittata
Tītī*  White-faced   Pelagodroma marina
 storm petrel
Tītī*  Mottled petrel   Pterodroma

   Inexpectata
Tītītīpounamu    South Island rifleman   
 Acanthisitta chloris   chloris
Tokoeka South Island  Apteryx australis
 Brown kiwi
Toroa*  Albatross, Molymawk Diomedea spp.
Toutouwai Stewart Island robin Petroica australis
  rakiura
Tūī*  Tüï   Prosthemadera
   Novaeseelandiae
Tutukiwi Snares Island snipe  Coenocorpha
   aucklandica
   huegeli
Weka Western weak  Gallirallus australis
   Australis
Weka Stewart Island weak  Gallirallus australis  
   scotti
Weka Buff weak  Gallirallus australis  
    hectori
Kaki anau  Black swan
Matuku  Australasian bittern

Māori name English name  Scientific name 

Pāpango, Raipo   New Zealand scaup, Black teal
Tarāpuka  Red-billed gull

Marine mammals
Ihupuku#  Southern elephant seal    Mirounga leonina
Kekeno*  New Zealand fur seals Arctocephalus
  forsteri
Paikea*  Humpback whales  Megaptera
  novaeangliae
Parāoa#  Sperm whale  Physeter
  macrocephalus
Rāpoka#  New Zealand sea lion
Whakahao  Hooker’s sea lion  Phocarctos hookeri
Tohorä*  Southern right whale  Balaena australis

Plants
Aruhe  Fernroot (bracken)  Pteridium esculentum
Harakeke  Flax  Phormium tenax
Horoeka  Lancewood  Pseudopanax
  crassifolius
Kahikatea  Kahikatea, White pine  Dacrycarpus
  dacrydioides
Kānuka  Känuka  Kunzea ericoides
Kāpuka  Broadleaf  Griselinia littoralis
Karaeopirita  Supplejack  Ripogonum scandens
Karaka  New Zealand laurel,  Corynocarpus
 Karaka  laevigatus
Karamü  Coprosma  Coprosma robusta,
  C. lucida,
Kātote  Tree fern  Cyathea smithii
Kōhia  NZ Passionfruit  Passiflora tetrandra
Korokio  Korokio,  Corokia cotoneaster
 Wire-netting bush
Koromiko,  Koromiko  Hebe salicifolia
Kōkōmuka
Kōtukutuku  Tree fuchsia  Fuchsia excorticata
Kōwhai,  Kōhai Kōwhai  Sophora microphylla
Mamaku Tree fern Cyathea medullaris
Mānia  Sedge  Carex flagellifera
Mānuka,  Manuka  Leptospermum
Kahikātoa   scoparium
Māpou  Red matipo  Myrsine australis
Mataī  Mataī/Black pine  Prumnopitys
  taxifolia
Miro  Miro/Brown pine  Prumnopitys   
  ferruginea
Ngaio  Ngaio  Myoporum laetum
Nīkau New Zealand Palm Rhopalostylis sapida
Pānako   Fern   Asplenium
    Obtusatum
Panako  Fern  Botrychium australe,  
    B. biforme
Pātōtara   Dwarf mingimingi   Leucopogon fraseri
Pīngao   Pīngao   Desmoschoenus
    spiralis
Pōkākā  Pokākā  Elaeocarpus

  hookerianus

Māori name  English name   Scientific name 

Ponga, Poka Tree fern  Cyathea dealbata
Raupō  Bulrush  Typha orientalis
Rautāwhiri,  Black matipo, Mapou Pittosporum
Kōhühü   tenuifolium
Rimu Rimu, Red pine Dacrydium   
  capressinun
Rimurapa Bull kelp Durvillaea

  antarctica
Taramea  Speargrass, Spaniard Aciphylla spp.
Tarata  Lemonwood  Pittosporum
  eugenioides
Tawai Beech Nothofagus spp.
Tī rākau,  Cabbage tree  Cordyline australis
Tī Kōuka
Tītoki  New Zealand ash  Alectryon excelsus
Toetoe  Toetoe  Cortaderia richardii
Tororaro Wiggy wig Muehlenbeckia  
  astonii
Tōtara  Tōtara  Podocarpus tōtara
Tutu Tutu  Coriaria spp.
Whīnau  Hinau  Elaeocarpus
  dentatus
Wī  Silver tussock  Poa cita
Wīwī  Rushes  indigenous
  Juncus spp.

Introduced plants
Kōwhitiwhiti Watercress  Rorippa officinale
Kākaho  Reeds
Kūmara Kumara  Ipomoea batatas
Puha  Sour thistle  Sonchus oleraceus

Shellfish species
Pipi, Kākāhi Pipi Paphies australe
Tuaki Cockle Austrovenus
  Stuthburgi
Tuaki, Hakiari,  Surfclam Dosinia anus,
Kuhakuha, Purimu Paphies donacina,
  Mactra discor,
  Mactra murchsoni,
  Spisula
  Aequilateralis,
  Basina yatei,
  Dosinia subrosa
Tuatua Tuatua Paphies
  subtriangulata,
  P. donacina
Waikākā, Pupu  Mudsnail Amphibola crenata,
  Turbo smaragdus,
  Zedilom spp. 

Crustaceans, others
Kākahi  Freshwater mussels
Waikōura  Freshwater crayfish
Kāeo  Sea tulip  Pyura
  pachydermatum
Koeke  Common shrimp  Palaemon affinis
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Māori name  English name Scientific name 

Pipi,  Kakähi Pipi  Paphies australe
Tuaki  Cockle  Austrovenus
  stutchburgi
Kuhakuha,  Pūrimu  Paphies donacina,
  Mactra discor,
  Mactra murchsoni,
  Spisula
  aequilateralis,
  Basina yatei,
Tuatua  Tuatua  Paphies
  subtriangulata,
  P. donacina
Waikākā,  Püpü Mudsnail  Amphibola crenata,
  Turbo smaragdus

Fish
Kaeo Sea tulip Pyura
  Pachydermatum
Koeke Common shrimp Palaemon affinis
Kōkopu, Hawai   Giant bully  Gobiomorphus
  gobioides
Kōwaro  Canterbury mudfish  Neochanna
  burrowsius
Paraki, Ngaiore    Common smelt  Retropinna
  Retropinna
Piripiripohatu   Torrent fish Cheimarrichthys
  Fosteri
Taiwharu Giant kōkopu Galaxias argenteus
Tuna   Long fin eel, Shortfin eel
Īnanga, mata, ua Whitebait
Aua   Yellow-eyed mullet
Piharau,
Piharau   Lamprey
Kōkopu  Kōkopu
Mohoao   Black flounder, Common flounder
Paraki  Smelt
Pātiki tōtara  Yellow-belly
Kākāhi  Freshwater mussels
Waikōura  Freshwater crayfish

* Species are seasonal or regular visitors                
# Occasional visitor

APPENDIX 1: 

The charter signed by Canterbury councils and other 
organisations and societies including Christchurch City Council.

Canterbury Region Biodiversity Strategy Charter of Adoption

“In signing this Charter, we acknowledge the importance of 
Canterbury’s biodiversity and our role in sustaining it. While 
the Canterbury Regional Biodiversity Strategy is a non-binding, 
non-statutory document, we are committed to working 
collaboratively with our Strategy partners, communities and 
landowners to implement the Strategy and to achieve positive 
biodiversity outcomes for the Canterbury region.” 

APPENDIX 2:  CANTERBURY BIODIVERSITY 
STRATEGY CHARTER STATEMENT

APPENDIX 3:  PHOTOGRAPHIC CREDITS 

The copyright holder is listed first and photographer in brackets 
if different to the copyright holder.  Copyright holders grant 
permission to copy the photographs in this publication for 
non-commercial school study and educational purposes. Please 
acknowledge the photographer when using images for projects.

Christchurch City Council 
(Andrew Crossland) 

pages 82, 90

Christchurch City Council 
(Di Carter) 

page 43

Christchurch City Council 
(Kelvin McMillan) 

pages 7, 19, 33, 45, 54-55, 59, 68 
top, 73, 75 left, 91, 92, 94

Kelvin McMillan Cover and pages 4, 8-9, 11, 12,15, 
16, 17, 21, 25, 29, 31, 40, 48-49, 
53, 57, 58, 63, 67, 68 lower, 69, 
70-71, 72, 74, 75 right, 77, 79, 80, 
81, 83, 84-85, 86, 89, 98, 101, 103, 
110-111  

Hugh Wilson maps page 65

Shelly McMurtrie pages 96, 97
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PHOTO: A FOREGROUND OF SOUTHERN BAYS 
TUSSOCK AND GULLY BUSH PATCHES FRAMES  
THE 24 KILOMETRE LONG KAITORETE SPIT 
SEPARATING THE PACIFIC OCEAN FROM  
TE WAIHORA / LAKE ELLESMERE.


