
CHRISTCHURCH ENERGY GRANT

Background

The Christchurch Agency for Energy has established a $1.8 million fund to encourage the use of renewable energy and advanced energy efficiency measures in the city rebuild. 

Developers of buildings inside the four avenues can apply to the Christchurch Energy Grants Scheme to help meet the cost of technology to implement measures such as photovoltaic cells for electricity generation or drawing artesian water from beneath the city for heat exchange systems.

Developments must have a building floor area of at least 1,000 square metres. The grant will cover up to 30 per cent of capital plant costs, up to a maximum of $300,000 per project. The Christchurch City Council will administer the fund on behalf of the energy agency trustees.

Scope of grant payment

This fund will cover plant purchase and installation costs for:

· Renewable energy initiatives – such as geothermal/ground source heat extraction, photovoltaic generation and biomass energy generation

· Enabling connection to, or delivery of, a district energy system

· Energy efficiency measures that go well beyond the building code minimum – in new and/or renovated buildings

Grant payments will be made up to 30% of the capital cost of installed plant and to a maximum of $300,000 for any one project grant, whichever is the lesser. 

The fund will not cover:

· Advisory services or professional fees

· Retrospective costs

· Debt servicing, financing or legal costs

· Purchase of vehicles

Criteria

The following criteria will be used to assess applications (recognising that not all criteria would be applicable to all projects):

· Extent of renewable energy benefit – the technology will have the capacity to generate a minimum:

i. 50,000 kWhe per annum for photovoltaic generation and a simple payback of no more than 8 years
ii. Renewable thermal generation of 500 kWth for an open source artesian well
iii. Renewable thermal generation of 100 kWth for closed ground source heat loops
· Extent of energy efficiency benefit achieved – this should go beyond the scope of the Energy Efficiency Conservation Authority’s current grants

· Potential for improved health outcomes particularly for developments with a residential component

· The education or demonstration potential of the proposal

· Ability to leverage further support or resources to support this project or similar projects

· Ability to act as a catalyst for other similar projects
· Potential to build capability of industry to deliver such solutions

The trustees may make grants that do not wholly align with these criteria where they consider that the outcomes listed above will be delivered.

Eligibility

The building project (or buildings to be serviced) will have a combined floor area greater than 1,000m2 and be located in the Central City (the area bounded by Bealey, Fitzgerald, Moorhouse, Deans and Harper Avenues).

This grant is seen as complementary to the EnergyFirst programme, delivered in partnership between the Council and the Energy Efficiency Conservation Authority (EECA) to explore the options for energy initiatives at the concept design stage.

Applicants must demonstrate:

· The skills, experience and resources necessary to deliver the proposed project

· The monitoring and reporting methods proposed to measure the outcomes of the project – tools such as NABERSNZ (run by EECA) may be helpful

· A sound business case and organisational structure for project implementation

· Sound financial management and financial reporting systems

· Collaboration and partnership arrangements with other agencies where appropriate
· Capability of the applicant and associated contractors to deliver the solution

The grant may be used in conjunction with other grants such as those from EECA. 

Funding is contingent on Applicants agreeing to the publishing of a case study that demonstrates the level of investment and benefit that has been derived from the project after an agreed period of proven operations (likely to be 12 months from project commissioning).

Note: Projects that are the primary responsibility of the Christchurch City Council, Environment Canterbury, Council Controlled Organisations or a central government agency are not eligible.
The applicant agrees to the terms of the grant agreement. A copy of the grant agreement can be downloaded from www.targetsustainability.co.nz.
If you have any questions about these criteria, please contact the Christchurch City Council before proceeding. FOR ASSISTANCE – PHONE 941 8999.
How to apply

Christchurch Energy Grants can  be submitted at any time. Complete the application form electronically and email it to targetsustainability@ccc.govt.nz.
Please PDF any supporting documentation and email this to targetsustainability@ccc.govt.nz together with the application form.
CHRISTCHURCH ENERGY GRANT APPLICATION FORM
Instructions

Check the eligibility criteria again. If in doubt, contact us first. Please complete this form electronically and email it to targetsustainability@ccc.govt.nz. 

Where options are given, e.g. Yes / No, please delete the wrong answer.

Where guidance is given [in square brackets], read it, delete it and replace it with the answer.

Type as much as is necessary to fully answer the question. The necessary space will grow as required.

For simplicity, the word ”project” has been used to describe a capital project.

Read through all the questions first to avoid repetition.

FOR ASSISTANCE – PHONE 941 8999.
Contact Details

	Company name
	[Legal name, but mention trading name as well if relevant]

	Business address
	[Physical address of company’s registered office]
[Include up-to-date postcode]

	Postal address
	[If different from above]

[Include up-to-date postcode]

	Site address
	[If different from above. This is where the project will be undertaken.]

[Include up-to-date postcode]

	Contact person
	[This is the person who is acting as project coordinator]

Full name: 

Job title: 

Phone: (0  ) [Direct dial number if there is one]

Mobile: (0  ) 

Fax: (0  ) 

Email: 

	Signatory
	[This is the person who will be signing the grant contract on behalf of the owner of the development]

Full name: 

Job Title: 


Signature

[This may be either the “contact person” or the “signatory”]

Full name:





Date:
Signature (Scanned):
Summary Information
	1. Has a commitment already been made for goods and / or services described in this application?
	Yes / No 

[For example, has a deposit been made or a contract been signed. Add any explanatory notes]

	2. Are any other government grants or loans being sought to help fund this project?
	Yes / No 
[If yes, please add sources of funds and the amounts]

	3. Is this an existing process / technology that requires no research?
	Yes / No 
[Add any explanatory notes]

	4. Will the project require a resource consent of any sort?
	Yes / No 
[Add any explanatory notes, including expected Environment Canterbury (ECAN) approval date if an ECAN consent is required]

	5. Do you agree to make available all the receipts and invoices relating to the project costs?
	Yes / No 
[Add any explanatory notes]

	6. Will you allow the project to be monitored and reported on?
	Yes / No 
[Add any explanatory notes]

	7. Will you allow project information and results to be made publicly available?
	Yes / No 
[Add any explanatory notes, including any confidentiality issues]

	8. Assuming this grant is approved, when could the project start?
	[A date could be given or a period of time after the grant has been approved.]

	9. What is the expected duration for the project?
	[State number of months that it will take to complete this project.]

	10. What is the total estimated cost of eligible parts of the project?
	[Do not include operating costs. Do include installation and commissioning. Where relevant, include the make and model of equipment.]

	11. What is the type of renewable energy project plant to be supplied?
	[Describe the type of capital plant]

	12. How much funding are you applying for?
	[See the first page for maximum amounts funded.]

	13. What is the expected financial payback for the project?
	[Please state what the financial payback would be with AND without the grant.]


Project Details
This section must be completed and accompany each application for funding under the Christchurch Energy Grant Scheme. If an existing project plan exists that covers all of the points below, it may be submitted with the hard copy, but the following section must be completed as well.
1. Brief description of the project

	[Include background, rationale for the project and technology to be used. Please state the make and model of equipment to be purchased. If this is not available, ensure the information is supplied later for inclusion in the agreement. Include all benefits in question 7, not here.]




2. Expected costs and timeline for the project

	[Break down the total cost into different elements / stages of the project, including operating cost. Give your best estimate of the duration for each stage of the project. Note: You need to supply three quotes and state why you are recommending a preferred supplier to implement the project]




3. Project monitoring plans
	[Identify what measures will be used to determine the success of the project, e.g. hurdles overcome, payback achieved, etc]


4. Sources of funding 

	[Include this grant application, bank loans and funding from your own business.]




5. Project risks

	[Name any events that might effect the timing or completion of the project, considering issues like funding, people’s skills & availability, technology, supply of materials, etc]


6. Key people involved in the project
	[For each person, state full name, company, position, responsibility and a short paragraph describing their relevant experience. State whether the applicant or their contractors have the capability or track record to deliver on the project. State the ongoing product support and maintenance and guarantee period. This is an important section.]  


7. Product support and maintenance
	[State the ongoing product support and maintenance and guarantee period.]


8. Benefits

	[For example: 
· Extent of renewable energy benefit, what the technology will have the capacity to generate

· Extent of energy efficiency benefit achieved – this should go beyond the scope of the Energy Efficiency Conservation Authority’s current grants
· Potential for improved health outcomes particularly for developments with a residential component

· The education or demonstration potential of the proposal

· Ability to leverage further support or resources to support this project or similar projects

· Ability to act as a catalyst for other similar projects]
Note: If the project is for photovoltaic generation include the following for determining the simple payback:

· NASA solar data for Christchurch and show this data

· The expected contract price with the owner’s electricity supplier and state this


Appendix

[If available or relevant provide photos / pamphlets of the equipment being proposed]

Please PDF any supporting documentation, including three quotes, and email this with the application form to targetsustainability@ccc.govt.nz.
[Before submitting this application form and to prevent delays, please ensure all questions have been fully answered. This is important and poorly completed forms will be returned. Double check instructions as well.]

