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CONTEXTUAL HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF BANKS PENINSULA / TE PATAKA O RAKAIHAUTO

Infroduction

Background
This contextual historical overview identifies and outlines the physical processes and human use and

impacts that have shaped Banks Peninsula / Te Pataka o Rakaihautd. It is not a complete social,
environmental or political history of the Peninsula or a time-ordered chronology of events.

Rather, the history has been organised according to themes so as to provide a context to assist with
the identification of heritage fabric that illustrates the rich cultural history of Banks Peninsula and
the important distinguishing characteristics of the various settlements which make up the Peninsula.
This heritage fabric includes buildings, objects, sites, archaeology, vegetation and landscapes.

The approach used in the preparation of this contextual overview draws on the similar studies
produced by the Australian Heritage Commission, the Christchurch City Contextual Historical
Overview 2005 and more recent thematic environmental histories. Consistent with these studies,
the Banks Peninsula / Te Pataka o Rakaihauti historical overview is not arranged as a hierarchy,
giving priority, weight and privilege to some themes over others to ensure that particular biases are
overcome. Also, as evidenced in the overview, many places, landscapes, sites and settlement areas
manifest multiple themes reflecting the integrated, diverse and complex way that they have evolved
over time.

The thematic framework, which is made up of ten themes and a second tier of sub-themes is
particularised to the Banks Peninsula context with themes distilled from an informed knowledge of
the Peninsula. The consistent organising principle for the thematic framework is activity - both
natural events / environmental processes and human activities. These have influenced the historical
development of the Peninsula as a whole and its composite settlements.

A summary overview table is included to assist in understanding how the historic sub-themes are
associated with key dates in the historical development of Banks Peninsula. This follows theme 10.

Report objectives
Christchurch City Council commissioned the preparation of an illustrated historical overview of Banks

Peninsula / Te Pataka o Rakaihautd and historical thematic framework to form the basis for a future
revision of the District Plan heritage inventory.

This was to involve the review of existing heritage listings followed by the preparation of
recommendations for the identification of further heritage places for Council's regulatory and non-
regulatory mechanisms. Recommendations flowing from the research undertaken were to focus on
identifying gaps and under-represented heritage types on Banks Peninsula.

Report limitations
This historical overview has attempted to be inclusive of all cultural values and acknowledge

wherever possible the Maori associations and connection with Banks Peninsula / Te Pataka o
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Rakaihautl, based on the resources available. However it is noted that there has been no direct
involvement from Ngai Tahu in the preparation of this report.

Reconciling the archaeological sites recorded in the Banks Peninsula District Plan (BPDP) with

the more comprehensive and up-to-date New Zealand Archaeological Association digital site
recording scheme (ArchSite), was hampered by the incompatibility of the information between the
two inventories. Because of this primacy was given to the more comprehensive information
contained in ArchSite as the basis for the investigation of archaeological sites on Banks Peninsula.

However, the information in the ArchSite database is not a comprehensive record of all
archaeological sites in New Zealand, but is instead a database of all recorded archaeological sites.
(Archaeological sites can be recorded for a range of reasons including particular research interests
and development pressures.) There has never been a complete archaeological survey of Banks
Peninsula (or New Zealand) that aimed to record all archaeological sites in the area. Archaeological
recording is best regarded as ad hoc.

Research was hampered by the inability to access the archives and photographic collection of the
Lyttelton Historic Museum which remains closed to visitors. Also the restricted access regime
currently in place at the Documentary Research Centre has limited access to the Canterbury
Museum's photographic collection.

Site inspection of Fort Jervois was not possible as Ripapa Island remains closed to visitors post the
2010-11 earthquakes.

Authorship

This report has been produced by Louise Beaumont (heritage landscape architect) and Dr John
Wilson (historian), with archaeological input from Matthew Carter (Underground Overground
Archaeology Ltd).
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Notes on approach, sources and abbreviations

Archaeological approach

The Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act (2014) provides protection for archaeological sites
and is administered by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. Under the act an archaeological site
is defined as any place in New Zealand (including buildings, structures or shipwrecks) that was
associated with pre-1900 human activity, where there is evidence relating to the history of New
Zealand that can be surveyed using archaeological methods. This report has not been limited by that
date range, and also considers sites that post-date 1900 and provide physical evidence of the history
of Banks Peninsula.

Sources

This overview has relied on, and refers to, numerous published histories, local histories, reports and
pamphlets and some archival and primary sources. In addition we are grateful for permission to
reproduce images and plans from the collections of the Alexander Turnbull Library, Canterbury
Museum, Christchurch and Auckland Public Libraries, New Zealand Archives, Te Papa Tongarewa
Picture Library, V.C. Browne and Son NZ Aerial Photograph Collection and those in the private
collections of Jan Shuttleworth and the Otamahua/Quail Island Ecological Restoration Trust.

Abbreviations

Common abbreviations used throughout this report in association with pictorial images and maps
are:

AM — Akaroa Museum
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AL — Auckland Libraries, Sir George Grey Special Collections

ATL — Alexander Turnbull Library

CL — Christchurch City Libraries

CM — Canterbury Museum

MNZ — Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa Picture Library

Extent of the Banks Peninsula study site

The extent of Banks Peninsula as defined by Christchurch City Council in the Banks Peninsula
District Plan is detailed on the topographical map below. This has been taken from the Boffa
Miskell 'Banks Peninsula Landscape Study', final report, prepared for Council in 2007.

4 4 R ¥
‘ o 3

Figure 1. Extent of the Banks Peninsula / Te Pataka O Rakaihautt Contextual Historic Overview study site.
Source: Banks Peninsula Landscape Study, 2007
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General recommendations concerning field work

General recommendations

Because no systematic surveys have been made of surviving heritage fabric on Banks Peninsula,
either before or during the preparation of this thematic overview, there is a need, for above ground
fabric and landscape fabric, to undertake extensive field work to identify items for possible listing
over most sub-themes. Attention is drawn to this need in specific recommendations for each sub-
theme when the need for such fieldwork is especially pressing.

General archaeological recommendations

Specific archaeological comment and opinion concerning recommendations for listings is
documented in each sub-theme summary. In the case of general comments concerning the
desirablilty for further research and suggested action, this is set out below. These comments are
applicable to all sub-themes.

Consideration should be given to further historical research to locate archaeological sites related to
each sub-theme. Potential sites could then be surveyed by an archaeologist for potential
archaeological remains. Potential archaeological remains include sites or activities where there is no
evidence visible on the ground surface, but there is the potential for subsurface remains or evidence.
Examples might include subsurface building foundations or buried artefacts associated with a
particular person or activity.

The location of these survey sites, their condition and significance should be recorded. Site record
forms for each of these sites should then be completed and added to ArchSite.

It is suggested that the presence of archaeological sites within the legal boundaries of sections could
be included in the LIMs/PIMs for all relevant sections on Banks Peninsula. This would alert current
landowners (and prospective landowners) to the presence of archaeological sites on their section
and to the responsibilities associated with this ownership under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere
Taonga Act (2014).

Council should also consider working with landowners to help them better understand their
role and responsibility with regards to archaeological sites, and to better understand how they
can manage those sites for the future (for example, by not allowing cattle to graze on it or
damage any associated cultural plantings).
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Historical overview preface

Banks Peninsula is commonly recognised as having a rich history. An article in the Press in 1911
opened with the observation that although people from ‘home’ were apt to remark that it was ‘a
pity you have no history’, ‘no-one will deny that “The Bays” — as the district around about Akaroa
and the eastern and south-eastern portion of the Peninsula is collectively termed — have a good deal
of exceedingly interesting history’. A booklet on the Peninsula first published in 1937 observed that
‘every portion of [the Peninsula’s] 326,000 acres has a story to unfold of Maori and pakeha activity’.
More recently, an anthology of writing on Banks Peninsula published in 2008 described the Peninsula
as having a ‘dense and eventful history — both Maori and Pakeha’.

Banks Peninsula has a distinct geographical character, especially in relation to the other parts of the
province of which it is part. The Canterbury plains and high country though different from each
other, share the characteristics of being broad, wide and open, places of distances and long views,
and places that seem remote from the sea. By contrast the Peninsula is an area of abrupt contrasts,
of tight views down steep narrow valleys, with the sea ever-present. The article in the Press which
opened with the passage quoted in the first paragraph described the Peninsula: ‘Bluntly it juts out
into the South Pacific, being raggedly circular in shape and more or less deeply indented all round its
coastline with many bays’.

The Peninsula’s history also to some extent sets it apart from the history of the rest of Canterbury.
Various writers have noted that the Peninsula’s distinct history has given it a special place in the
story of Canterbury and, in several respects, the story of New Zealand. A 1940 publication, Akaroa
and Banks Peninsula, noted that ‘as clearly different as the physical features of Banks Peninsula are
from the plainlands of Canterbury, the industrial pursuits of its people have been largely distinctive’
and that ‘to this day’ [1940], when so many industries of the Dominion are standardised, ‘the
Peninsula to some extent retains an individuality bestowed on it by its early settlers, its peculiar
formation, a high annual rainfall, a kind climate and a rich soil’.

The same book observed that visitors to Akaroa state that there is ‘a marked atmosphere about the
town and surroundings, resulting from the 1840 arrival of the French, which sets it apart from other
New Zealand districts’ and that its trees and gardens ‘have given Akaroa town and its surroundings
an atmosphere apart from the rest of New Zealand'.

Lyttelton, too, has commonly been regarded as having a very different character from Christchurch
and to possess an individuality which other towns in Canterbury lack. It’s history as a purely port
town (unlike say Timaru where port and town are conjoined) is also different from the history of any
other New Zealand town except Port Chalmers.

The Peninsula has a longer European history than any other part of Canterbury. It is, the 1940
publication noted, a ‘district whose life was crammed with incident while the rest of the South Island
was practically uninhabited by white settlers’.
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Similar comments about the Peninsula’s separate, distinctive and even unique history have been
made by more modern writers. Philip Temple wrote that ‘in its social history, Banks Peninsula also
reveals the quality of an island. Separate and easy to hold in the mind .... Amplifying on the major
role played by the Peninsula in Canterbury’s history, Gordon Ogilvie noted that Peraki is Canterbury’s
oldest continuously occupied European settlement and that Akaroa, founded in 1840 by the French,
is its oldest town.

Ogilvie also refers, when discussing the role of the Peninsula in Canterbury’s history, to the 1843
arrival of the Hay and Sinclair families, to the Peninsula’s having had the South Island’s first
magistrate, police force, postal service, customs office and Catholic mission, to the shipping of
Peninsula whale oil to North American and Europe, to the facts that Peninsula-milled timber built
Lyttelton and Christchurch and that Peninsula-built coastal craft served throughout New Zealand,
and to the part played by Peninsula-grown cocksfoot in establishing pastures elsewhere in New
Zealand as well as in Australia, South Africa and the Americas.

Banks Peninsula has a mystique and enchantment all its own. Its violent birth, its unique
flora and fauna, its vivid human history, its renown as a resort area, all make it a region
of rare interest. It is, indeed, one of the most distinctly individual localities in New
Zealand.

Figure 2. Aerial view of Banks Peninsula with Akaroa harbour in the background on the left. In the
foreground from left to right, Akaroa Head, Damons Bay, Dyke Head and Flea Bay. Photographed in 2007.
Source: David Wall Photography
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Theme 1. Shaping Banks Peninsula's environment

Introduction

Banks Peninsula is an oval-shaped promontory of sea-embayed hill country of volcanic origin that
extends into the Pacific Ocean from the eastern edge of the Canterbury Plains. Approximately 50 km
long by 30 kilometres wide and roughly 100,000 hectares in area, the Peninsula landscape is made
up of a heavily indented coastline and congeries of vigorously moulded hills, the highest of which is
Mt Herbert/Te Ahu Patiki, with an altitude of 920 metres. Eight of the Peninsula's other summits
exceed 800 metres and many valley walls rise up at least 500 metres above their valley floors. From
the peaks long ridges with steep sides extend in all directions, creating a radial pattern of strongly
dissected valleys.

Beyond these valleys, and between the outer ridges, are numerous small bays and the two large
harbours of Akaroa in the south-east and Lyttelton in the north-west, both sites of historic volcanic
calderas. The four largest catchments (Port Levy, Pigeon Bay, Kaituna and Little River) collectively
form a major topographic element within the landscape, essentially separating the Lyttelton and
Akaroa basins.

High sea cliffs are a major feature of the Peninsula's coastline which also includes sea stacks, arches
and islets, impressive headlands, pocket beaches of sand, stone and boulders, small estuaries, salt
marshes, dunes and tidal mudflats. In addition, the Peninsula contains over 100 streams, the
catchments of which are all short (less than 10 kilometres long) and very steep, with lowland stream
reaches generally measuring only a few kilometres in length.

This diversity of topography, together with the Peninsula's micro-climate, weather patterns, soils and
a greater retention of indigenous vegetation, has led to markedly different ecosystems and land use
from that of the adjoining Canterbury Plains. A number of Peninsula ecosystems have international,
national and/or Ngai Tahu rohe importance for their historic and cultural values, and regional
importance for their recreational, landscape and indigenous biodiversity values.

Figure 3. Kaitorete Spit, was once an important route for Maori travelling from
Banks Peninsula to southern settlements. Source: Ashley Mokena, 3 068
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1.1 Tracing and explaining environmental diversity

Geomorphologic change

The long and intricate coastline, towering peaks and radial drainage patterns of Banks Peninsula are
a legacy of millions of years of geomorphologic processes of uplift, intraplate volcanism, erosion and
deposition. These processes have shaped the Peninsula's geological framework, given rise to its
three distinctive and well-defined ecological districts' (Port Hills, Herbert and Akaroa) and contribute
much to its dramatic scenic value and ecological fragility.

The Peninsula first emerged as an island thrust out of the sea by volcanic eruptions estimated to
have started between 10 and 15 million years ago. Prior to this, between 65 and 20 million years
ago, the area now occupied by Banks Peninsula was submerged beneath the sea, and sediments
from this time form the Charteris Bay sandstone.

The first volcanic eruptions that formed the bulk of Banks Peninsula began with the eruption of
Allandale and Governors Bay Volcanic phase between 11 and 12 million years ago, during the
Miocene epoch. This gradually built a volcanic cone, known as the Lyttelton Volcano, onto a pre-
existing land mass; within 1.5 million years a symmetrical cone had formed, centred on present day
Charteris Bay. This older land mass was itself the result of an eruption which occurred over 80
million years ago in the late Cretaceous period. Rock from this older terrain is visible at the head of
the Lyttelton Harbour and in the Gebbies Pass area. At these sites some of the rocks are of
sedimentary origin, first deposited beneath the sea about 240 million years ago.

Concurrent with the construction of the Lyttelton cone, erosive processes were well underway and

lava flows and lahars were channelled down already stream-carved valleys. When eruptions ceased
erosion intensified and gaps were eroded through the Lyttelton Volcano, first through Gebbies Pass,
and after, at the eastern end of where Lyttelton Harbour now opens to the sea.

The Mt Herbert volcanism began about 9.5 million years ago and ended about 8 million years ago
and is recognised as an intermediate stage in the southward migration of volcanic activity from the
Lyttelton to Akaroa Volcanoes. The main cone is thought to have been constructed to a height of
about 1500 metres above sea level, and the eruptions which issued from several centres built up Mt
Herbert and Mt Bradley.

Formation of the Akaroa Volcano began about 9 million years ago and within a million years a large
composite cone about 1800 metres high was formed. Lava flows buried parts of the south-eastern
slopes of the old, eroded Lyttelton Volcano and interfingered with lava from the Mt Herbert centres.
Towards the end of the activity at Akaroa, trachyte was extruded through the cracks in the cone,
which formed a radiating pattern of dykes and domes visible today. As volcanic activity in Akaroa
died out, new eruptions from the Diamond Harbour Volcanics poured from the eroded crater and
the flanks of the ancient Lyttelton volcano.

1 An ecological district is defined as an area in which the topographic, geological, climatic, soil and biological
features, including the broad cultural pattern, produces a characteristic landscape and range of biological
communities. For District Plan purposes Banks Peninsula includes a portion of the Ellesmere ecological district.
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From a fissure near the top of Mt Herbert, lava spread down into the Lyttelton crater and across to
Quail Island forming the long, gentle, shallowly incised slopes between Mt Herbert and Diamond
Harbour. The most recent of these flows is 5.8 million years old.

At the end of volcanism the craters of both the Lyttelton and Akaroa Volcanoes were deeply eroded
and breached by the sea. Stream action further shaped the landmass, forming the pattern of valleys,
coastal cliffs and indented bays that characterises the Peninsula today. Glacial action during the Ice
Ages of the last two million years also contributed to the form of the Peninsula. As the glaciers
ground away the Southern Alps, fine silt was produced which was carried by the prevailing north-
westerly winds and deposited as loess over the existing volcanic landform.

The out-washing of eroded gravels and sands from the erosion of the Southern Alps eventually
impounded and formed the two lakes of the district, Te Waihora (Ellesmere) and Wairewa

(Forsyth). Closing of the sea access to Wairewa (Lake Forsyth) occurred only in recent times as M3ori
canoes, coastal traders and whale boats were able to enter through an open channel at the time of
early European settlement. The Okana River delta formed at Wairewa (Lake Forsyth) lake inlet, is a
considered the best example of a cuspate delta in the South Island and is a geopreservation site of
national importance.

Kaitorete Spit originated from a barrier beach built against the coast south-west of Banks Peninsula.
It was formed on the basement rocks of the Chatham Rise of outwash gravel deposits derived chiefly
from the Rakaia and Rangitata Rivers and pushed into place by the Pacific Ocean as recently as the
seventeenth century. The barrier's final development led to the enclosure of Te Waihora (Lake
Ellesmere). Dune building began on the spit around 2000 years ago.

Figure 4. Basalt outcrops at Purau Bay, forming part of the Diamond Harbour Volcanic Group.
The Port Hills in the background are composed of a volcanic sequence
Source: Alex Carroll, 2013
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The Banks Peninsula climate

The rugged topography of the Peninsula contributes to marked variations in climate over the district.
This is expressed in the number of micro-climates found in sheltered valleys and the contrasting
exposed uplands of the interior.

The Peninsula is warmer than coastal Christchurch at similar altitudes. In Akaroa harbour the
average annual temperature is 12.4 degrees Celsius compared to Christchurch's 11.6 degrees Celsius
and Lincoln's 11 degrees Celsius. Also less extreme maximum and minimum temperatures occur on
Banks Peninsula than on the Canterbury Plains.

Most of Banks Peninsula receives more than 750 millimetres of rainfall per year. This is due to degree
of Peninsula's exposure to the rain-bearing winds from the north-east to the south-west. This is
especially the case in areas exposed to the south and east in higher altitude regions.

There are frequent frosts and snow usually falls in the higher altitude ridge-top parts of the district
during winter but clears quickly.

The microclimate of the Kaitorete Spit makes it the driest part of Canterbury. The remainder of the
Peninsula tends to have a moister, milder climate and precipitation varies between 650 mm and
1600 mm per annum.

Natural hazards

One of the natural hazards to which Banks Peninsula is subject comes from the sea which surrounds
the Peninsula on three sides. In 1868, the first recorded tsunami to cause appreciable damage
affected several eastern bays, including Lyttelton Harbour. At Purau the bay drained almost
completely away before a massive wave rushed in. The wave carried away both the Rhodes’ wharf
on the eastern side of the bay and the long wharf at the head of the bay. It inundated the flat land
behind the beach. At Pigeon Bay, the wave destroyed the wharf and scattered timber stacked on the
foreshore. In Le Bons Bay, bridges, pasture and gardens were damaged, timber lost, a whaleboat
carried inland, a large ships anchor deposited on a local resident's paddock and an uninhabited
house carried off its foundations. No lives were lost, although there were narrow escapes at Le Bons
Bay. In Lyttelton, shipping and wharves were damaged and paddocks were inundated at the head of
the harbour.

In May 1960, a tsunami caused by an earthquake off Chile caused flooding at the Head of the Bay in
Akaroa Harbour. At Little Akaloa, two successive waves caused flooding and disruption in the
foreshore. A house was moved off its piles and a bach floated 40 metres up the valley. Okains Bay
was also badly affected, but at Le Bons Bay the sandhills largely protected the baches close to the
foreshore. Lyttelton Harbour was affected again; although there was no ‘wall of water’ as there had
been in 1868, the sea level rose and fell by nearly 5 metres and water spilled into the graving dock.
At Purau boats were dislodged from their moorings and stock drowned. The flats at Charteris Bay
and Teddington were inundated and the undersea water pipeline to Diamond Harbour was
damaged.
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Other ‘natural’ disasters to which the Peninsula has been subject are floods and slips, the
consequence of the clearing of forest from the steep flanks of the Banks Peninsula hills, combined
with occasionally intense rainfall.

Heavy rain and gales in the winter of 1886, after a hot, dry summer marked by bushfires, caused
flooding and tree loss across the Peninsula and, in Pigeon Bay, a slip which overwhelmed the
Annandale homestead, miraculously without loss of life. The heavy rain brought down slips at
Duvauchelle, including one below the road to Okains Bay which destroyed an extensive area of
pasture; at Little Akaloa, a child was drowned. The new railway line to Little River was damaged at
Birdlings Flat.

In January 1923, a slip in the Puaha Valley, above Little River, killed two men who were camped out
on a hillside cutting cocksfoot. In 1945, a flood at Little River caused slips along the sides of Wairewa
(Lake Forsyth) which closed the road, but a worse disaster was averted when at the height of the
storm, the lake broke out to the sea at low tide. The 1968 ‘Wahine’ storm also had quite major
effects across the Peninsula and resulted in considerable losses of mature and over-mature exotic
plantings. At Camp Bay farm tracks and dams were destroyed, power and telephone were cut and
the road to Purau was navigable only by tractor.

Six years earlier, in May 1960, a large wave caused damage at Purau flooding one home and causing
the eventual death of the old trees on the beach. This was a consequence of their inundation with
salt water. Another storm surge at Purau in 1974 cast 13 boats ashore and in 2000 a southerly storm
was responsible for the destruction of the Lyttelton marina and the sinking of 32 boats.

In 2012 tsunami surges triggered by a massive earthquake in Chile struck the Canterbury coast with
one surge breaching the shores of Lyttelton Harbour, flooding paddocks, submerging jetties, washing
across a road and filling the car park of the Teddington Hotel. Water was dramatically sucked out
from several beaches and yachts at Cass Bay were left grounded when the water disappeared.
Farmed salt marshland on the east side of the Teddington Road was also flooded.

The recent March 2014 weather event saw some Akaora communities isolated for several days.
Vegetation losses included many mature trees, among them, landmark willows across the Peninsula.
Some of the higher rainfall readings recorded 405 millimetres at Port Levy and 400 millimetres at
Pigeon Bay. River banks, riparian vegetation and hundreds of flood gates were washed away and
river beds and stream flows were altered dramatically in many areas. Also, quite major slippage
occurred around the heads of catchments.

Heavy snow storms have periodically disrupted life across the Peninsula and caused serious stock
losses. James Hay believed that heavy snowfalls in 1862 caused ‘snow break’ in the bush and that
the dried-out branches helped fuel the great bush fires of 1863. The snow storm of late July 1939
brought between 20 and 30 centimetres of snow in Akaroa and piled up deep drifts on the hills and
in the valleys. ‘The Antarctic has nothing on us today’ a local reported. The road between Akaroa
and Hilltop was closed for several days and it was weeks before all of the Peninsula’s roads were
re-opened, even though a Public Works Department bulldozer helped with the task. Around 25,000
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sheep were lost. A major snowfall in 1992 damaged trees, closed roads and caused some stock
losses.

Drought was also a natural hazard for those living on the Peninsula, particularly farmers. In the
nineteenth century bad droughts contributed to the occurrence and severity of bush fires (see
section 4.5). Dry summers in 1863 and 1878 preceded two of the Peninsula’s worst bush fires.
Lightning strike was the cause of a more recent bush fire in 2011 when 28 percent of the Hinewai
Reserve was lost, setting back native regeneration on the reserve by 20 years.

The volcanic mass of Banks Peninsula lies over the sedimentary rocks that form the Southern Alps
and extend east under the gravels of the Canterbury Plains. The volcanoes which formed Banks
Peninsula in relatively recent geological times erupted through these sedimentary basement rocks.
These sedimentary rocks are faulted and tectonic movements cause these faults to break at
infrequent intervals. That Banks Peninsula is subject to occasional earthquakes caused by such
ruptures in the faults in the underlying sedimentary rocks was demonstrated forcefully and
dramatically in 2010-11. The earthquake of 22 February 2011 resulted from movement in the Port
Hills fault which is located in the rocks directly beneath the northern parts of the Banks Peninsula
volcanic mass.

Lyttelton in particular suffered severe damage in this earthquake, which was felt all over the
Peninsula but caused less serious damage in Akaroa, partly because Akaroa was further from the
earthquake’s epicentre and party because a great majority of Akaroa’s buildings were built of timber
and withstood the shock of the earthquakes better than the masonry buildings in Lyttelton’s town
centre. Masonry buildings elsewhere on the Peninsula, among them the Catholic church in Little
River, Godley House in Diamond Harbour and the Purau and Ohinetahi homesteads, both in the
Lyttelton Harbour basin, were also badly damaged by the 22 February earthquake. In addition to the
significant loss and damage to buildings 