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Infrastructure Design Standard 

 
Introduction 
Christchurch City Council launched the draft Infrastructure Design Standard (IDS) on 1 
August 2007.  This document will replace the Christchurch Metropolitan Code of Urban 
Subdivision. It applies equally to all built infrastructure to be vested in the Christchurch 
City Council, whether built or enhanced through the capital works programme or through 
land development. 
 
In order to ensure that the IDS represents best practice for Christchurch it will now 
undergo a period where it is applied to the design of infrastructure in its current draft. 
This will ensure designers apply all parts of the IDS to their projects, enabling them to 
fully utilise and understand the IDS. It will also encourage designers to provide useful 
and relevant feedback on its technical content and the means of its application.  
 
To ensure that this period of technical review is adequate, the draft will be applied in its 
August 2007 version, until February 2008. Submissions on this draft will be received over 
the intervening period. These submissions will then be considered and a final version of 
the IDS published in 2008. 
 
The application of the IDS includes the requirement for the application of a quality 
management system to the project’s design, as detailed in Part Three: Quality Assurance. 
This includes the reporting and certification requirements illustrated in the appendices to 
this part. These certificates will replace the Access Certification Process set out in 
Subdivision Bulletin 7, which could be seen as an initial step in this process. 
 
The certificates in appendices IV, V and VIII are closely based upon the comparable 
certificates in NZS 4404.  In order to maintain this alignment, Appendix VII has been 
reworded. A template is attached.  
 
The Quality Assurance subclauses detailed below may or may not be a condition of 
consent. Some projects will also warrant the addition of key achievement criteria where 
the site or possible constraints make these necessary e.g. access to an arterial road, works 
within a flood plain. 
 
To facilitate the adoption of the IDS as the design standard for Christchurch infrastructure 
assets, new subdivision consent conditions will be incorporated into consents issued from 
this date. Typical conditions are set out below.  
 



 
Subdivision Conditions 
 
Asset Design and Construction 
1. All infrastructure assets to be vested in the Council are to be designed and constructed 

in accordance with the Christchurch City Council's Draft Infrastructure Design 
Standard July 2007 (the IDS) and the Construction Standard Specifications 2007 (the 
CSS). 

 
Quality Assurance 
2. The design and construction of all assets is to be subject to a project quality system in 

accordance with Part 3: Quality Assurance of the IDS.  
2.1. Submit a Design Report and Design Certificate complying with clause 3.3.1. The 

Design Report and engineering plans are to provide sufficient detail to confirm 
compliance with the requirements of the IDS and this consent. 

2.2. Submit a Contract Quality Plan for review by the Council and an Engineer’s 
Review Certificate complying with clause 3.3.2. 

2.3. Submit an Engineer’s Report complying with clause 3.3.3 and an Engineer’s 
Completion Certificate complying with clause 3.3.3 but in the form of the 
template attached. 

 
Note: Part 3 of the IDS sets out the Council's requirements for Quality Assurance. It 
provides a quality framework within which all assets must be designed and 
constructed. It also sets out the process for reporting to Council how the works are to 
be controlled, tested and inspected in order to prove compliance with the relevant 
standards. It is a requirement of this part of the IDS that the applicant provides 
certification for design and construction as a pre-requisite for the release of the 224c 
certificate. The extent of the documentation required should reflect the complexity 
and/or size of the project. 

 


