
 
Guide to Preparing an Assessment of 

Environmental Effects 
(A Simple Example of Breaching a Development 

rd

Form P-324 
Updated: 03.03.2015 
 
Page 1 of 2 

Resource Consents Unit

Standa  in the City Plan) 
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An Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEE) is 
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‘Effects’ are the consequences or results of the proposal, and 
they can be positive and negative, and cumulative. Common 
effects include: making noise; cutting down trees; shading; and 
generating traffic.  
 
‘Environment’ means the area (including people) that 
surrounds the proposal and is likely to be affected by it. For 
example, if you are only proposing small modifications to your 
house the ‘environment’ is likely to only be your neighbours, 
yourself and possibly your street frontage. If however you are 
proposing to develop a shopping complex, the ‘environment’ is 
likely to be a wider area of the city. 
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An example 
 
The easiest way to do your assessment is to look at why you 
need one in the first place. Here is a simple example: 
 
1. You need a resource consent because your activity does not 
comply with a rule in the City Plan. First, what is your activity? 
Building a garage in the front yard. 
 
2. What is the rule that you do not comply with?  
Proposal to put a garage in the front yard that doesn’t comply 
with the rule requiring it be setback 4.5 metres from the road 
boundary. 
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If you identify any negative effects, the
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Why do I need one? 
 
As part of your application for resource consent, th
Management Act 1

urce 
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Your AEE may need to in

‘effects’ that your proposal will have on the environment.  
 
The effects of a proposed activity are a key co
when the Council decides whether to approve your
This makes an AEE a vital source of infor
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How do I prepare an AEE? 

To start preparing an AEE, it is useful to think abou
in which your proposal may affect anything (pr
people) around it. 
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Is there anything else I need to consider? 

if your proposal does
ent standards with

 complex if your proposal does not comp
Standard in the Pla

o examine all potential effects from the 
ply with the rules i
sentially the same.   

get more help? 

3. What is the environment in this case? 
My property, my neighbours’ properties and the stre
 
4. What are the effects of your activity (the gara
environment (yourself, your neighbours and street scene) fr

 
This is the way to complete an AEE 
comply with one or more developm
Plan.  
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 into the garage, no r

 garden and tree planting in front of the garag
tion of the area when viewed from the roa

none of my neighbours have their garage in front o
houses, and it will be an imposing structure as a result. 
 
5. Is there any way of overcoming these effects? 
Avoiding – Build a garage that meets the rule. 
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For further information about the resource consent process 
you can phone our Duty Planner on 941-8999.  
 
If you need assistance preparing your application or AEE you 
can contact the Resource Management Service at Community 
Law Canterbury on 366-6870, or alternatively a planning 
consultant listed in the Yellow Pages. 
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It’s a little more

not meeting the rule (front yard setback
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Avoidance 

 
 
Mitigating – Move the garage further back from the road in 
order to provide manoeuvring room for my car, and plant a 
number of large trees and shrubs in front of the garage (I have 
included a plan of this landscaping with my application). The 
materials and colours used for the garage will make it match 
my house. All of these measures should soften the 
appearance of the garage when viewed from my neighbours’ 
properties and from the street. 
     


